
MNCTA Fall Convention     Sept. 12-13, 2008 
                  St Croix Valley Tree Farm    Somerset WI    Host- Paul & Sherrill Schottler 

WELCOME GROWERS! 

Attention Tree Growers & Vendors! 
We would love to have you attend our show this Fall in Somerset, WI 

 Paul & Sherrill Schottler have a great program to get you ready for the season!! 
As a member of either association you can attend at growers cost! 

So don’t delay, See you this Fall in Somerset! 

TREE GROWING/ MARKETING THROUGH THREE SEASONS 
The Good, The Bad and The Ugly = Success 

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2008    FINAL AGENDA 
 

7:30 am  Pancake Breakfast   (prepared by MNCTA  Board) 
8:00   Registration, Visit Exhibitors 
8:45  Welcome/Announcements — Floyd Hinkemeyer, President, Randy Peterson-Convention Chair 
                        Host Family — Paul & Sherrill Schottler of St Croix Valley Tree Farm 
 Concurrent Sessions are occurring throughout the day. Please stay in your group. Thank You! 
Springing    Into    Spring   Work- 
 

9:00-10:00    Red — Seedling planting. Lifting             OR          Green — How Much are Christmas Tree  
                                 & planting transplants                                                 Pests Bugging You! 
                            Ground Preparation & soil tests;                                Plant Pest & Disease Specialists;  Baldwin, WI 
               Cross check spacing                                Konnie Jerabek & John  Haanstad; APHIS,  USDA  Office 
                                                                                                    Discussion of and searching for disease problems on Christmas 
                                                                                    Tree Farms; resources and method of control choices             
10:00-11:00    Visit Exhibitors; refreshments 
 

11:00-12:00   Repeated – Red /Green groups 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summertime  and  the Livin’s   Not   So   Easy 
12-1:00       Group  Red- Lunch    OR     Group  Green- Shearing Demos & Dealing with Spring Problems     
                                                                                            St Croix Valley Trees, E-Clan, Sand Country Christmas 
                                                                                   Spring problems:   Hail, Aborted buds, Frost, Fraser cones 
               
1:00-2:00    Group Green- Lunch       OR       Group Red- Shearing/Spring Problems          

-----------------------------------------Concurrent   Sessions -------------------------------------------------- 
2:00-2:45     Visit Exhibitors -Red     OR          Green- Extra Stuff On the Ground 
                                                                                               Herbicides/Mowing            
                                                                                                       Problems/solutions:   grubs, drought, irrigation, other 
2:45-3:30     Repeated – Red /Green groups 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3:30-4:15       Not So Exotic                         OR                       Prairie Restoration 
                  Korean, Concolor, Caanan vs                                   Prairie Restoration making habitat 
                     Balsam with bud break                                                           Making money? 
                                                                       Sessions not repeating! 
 

4:15- 5:45      Social Hour:  connect with growers, Visit Exhibitors 
5:45-8:30       Dinner & Great Entertainment & cool stuff on the farm……….  See attached flyer 
                                             
                              Bring a gift item to be auctioned off at our Lets Make a Deal!!! 
 



MNCTA Fall Convention     Sept. 12-13, 2008 
                  St Croix Valley Tree Farm    Somerset WI    Host- Paul & Sherrill Schottler 

WELCOME GROWERS! 

 
 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 13, 2008     FINAL AGENDA 

 

7:30 -8:45    Continental Breakfast featuring St.Croix Valley Trees extra delicious specialties  
                         Bagels, Fruit & Coffee, Juice                              ~~ Gooey’Os & Donillas 
8:00             Registration & Visit Exhibitors  
8:45             Welcome /Announcements- Floyd Hinkemeyer, President &  Randy Peterson, Convention Chair 
                         Farm Host- Paul & Sherrill Schottler 
SHOWTIME!     ~  Christmas  Sales  Season 
 

9:00-11:00      All the details of a successful choose and cut farm 
GETTING THE TREE   -     PROCESSING TREES    -     PLEASING THE PEOPLE 

                         The best part of the tree business!    ~ Split level shed for wagons 
~ Drillers and shakers in the floor ~Yule system in the ground  ~ Rails for easy tree moving ~ Covered wagon   
   transportation ~  Easy drilling of 16ft+ trees ~ Systems and procedures you’ve probably not seen before. 
 

11:30-1:00      Lunch- Sub sandwiches with all the fixings. Visit Exhibitors 
                       Award of special prizes.      Agritainment ~ Enriching the tree buying tradition   

GIVING THE  CUSTOMER THE BEST TIME OF THEIR   LIFE 
Straw tunnels  ~ World’s largest gumball machine  ~ Stone House ~ Antique tractors   ~ Player piano~ Wreaths to weeds 
Colored-sphere tree decorating ~ High calorie food ~ 100 + year old barn with custom features and dancing dolls   
                                                                 Adding     More   Good    Stuff 
                                                                                          Concurrent 
1:00-2:00    1.  Alternative to Cutting  ~ Live Christmas Trees     OR      2. Training Your Workers:   
Potted Tree demo:  Ron Shimon   Willow River Farm, Hudson WI                           Group Sharing 
 
2:00-3:00                                              SUPPLEMENTAL CROP OPPORTUNITIES 
                    1. Future of Christmas trees and Associations            OR       2. Gentian Farm tour –Shawn S.    
                        Strategies to meet our biggest challenges                Christmas trees with minimal maintenance 
                                                                                                                            Prairie seed production 
                                                                           Drive your own vehicle or ride with a friend   
                                                                                                                   (7 minutes from main location) 
3:00-3:30        Wrap up   ~    Have a great Season and a Safe Trip Home! 
    

ST Croix Valley Tree Farm     458 Rice Lake Road    Somerset, WI  54025 
                     MNCTA has not reserved a block of rooms… Book early! Fall Colors!                                                   
Hotel Information:  

 AMERIC INN  MOTEL   715-246-3993   New Richmond, WI 
                        (20 minutes east of farm) 

 AMERIC INN MOTEL   651-275-0980      Stillwater, MN   
                        (West on Somerset) 

 SUPER 8 MOTEL  715-246-7829 1516 Dorset Lane, New Richmond, WI  
                        (20 minutes east of farm)  

 SUPER 8 MOTEL           651-430-3990      Stillwater, MN 
                        (West of Somerset) 

 RIVER VALLEY  888-791-0022  1030 N Cascade Street,  Osceola, WI  
                        (12 minutes north of farm) 


